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In space and time it's Cincimmati and it's the middle of July, and everything
including me is very warm and damp. This is not unexpected to anyone familiar with
the area and the time. Fortunately, some very decent weather held court during
Midwestcon last month, which was a joyous surprise because once again the convention
was held at the Norwood Quality Inn with its outdoor socializing area. And that
went far toward making it one of the better Midwestcons I've attended (the 13th),
The other factaors were as usual, including the number of people there who I wanted
to talk with, and the rumber of those I actually managed to get together with. Oid
well on those scores. And it was great seeing so many of you again.

The second week of next month, right after this FLAP mailing, I'm flying out to
visit my son and his family in Bennington, Vermont. The airline price wars got to
the point where I couldn't afford to drive. Broke my heart having to trade four
days on the road for four hours in the air. Now I get two additional days in
Vermont, and also two days at home to get acclimated before having to go back to
work. Hard to take.

There is one disappointment about flying, though. I won't get to spend time
with fans Alice and Frank Morigi in Syracuse, which would definitely have happened
had the great metal birds rot lowered their rates. Now, that I'll miss. Alice, you
guys raise a toast toward the ceiling about 9:30 pm on Friday the 780, and I'11
see what I can do about getting the pilot to tip a wing.

In October will come Octocon, with the good news that David and Marcia Hulan
plan to attend. This will be their second Octocon, and we had a good old romp the
first time around. We'll have to have a FLAP party. This time I get to set the
time for it to start...

Our cat Scamper, or Scamp as we wound up calling her, began getting yancy around
visiting dignitaries of the fannish persuasion. When company left, she'd settle
down. Should have done the deed then, but I turned soft-hearted (hard to believe, I
know) and didn't. Then I got awcken at 3:00 in the morning by Jackie hollering at
me from the living room. The cat was attacking her whenever she moved. When I
showed, it simmered down. Went back to bed. Deja vu. Grabbed the cat, stuffed it
in the cat carrier, threw on my pants and a shirt, and took it to the local 24-hour
vet. The city of Silverton frowns on discharging firearms at animals in the middle
of the night or I might have gotten away cheaper, if I had owned a gun. And, no,
we're not planning to get another pet. Amazing the things we can do now that we
don't have to take a cat into consideration. "We can put that collated stack of
pages over by the coffee table until after the deadline tomorrow,' and "Go ahead,
let the handset cord hang from the shelf; neither of us will chew through it while
the other isn't looking," and "Hey, I can set these pills out on the table while I'm
thinking about it, and I bet they'll still be right there in the morning when I need
to take them!' and stuff like that. Having A Cat (or vice-versa) was nice, but now
we'll enjoy No Cat for a while.
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One-Sheet Wonder [FLAP #76 00]
Welcome back, Jackie Causgrove.

Roy Tackett




Watched o oit on 80 MINJTES on how we arc three times mors likely than the
French to have heart cttacks, and yet they're the cnes wino reallyreallyreally eat
all the stuff thet's bad For your heart. The working theory is that we drlnikc too
mucih milk (chesse is okay, milk is no good) and they put awaey ot lesast two glasses
of wine with their m2als (winz gpparently will unclag thz arteries with a 15%
sFficiency). Maoc mo thimik of that specisl I watched a couple of decedes bacic about
a oranch of ths Fussian Stepps People.  Some of them were 140/15C years ald
loved te dance amk! kiek up their heels. They smoked long, black el-ropo cigars and
dran< copiously From their vodika bottles.

Arthur Hlavaty

Amusing. Concerning the interim cetween now and the election we cen be asswurad
thst gamesmanship will be gll over the place, and iF George can whip semcthing wp
internationally it almost certaeinly would help him and i almost certainly would be
staring temptation im the fasca. I'm having a very hard time comino wp with s
mctivation to votz. I inesd somzonz to vate for (and there isn't anyone among the
threc who are really in the running), or I necsd somsone o vote againzst (which is a
seoblem: I'm sgainst all theee of them). Shall I thr'o-'n' away my vote on someansz whio
ien't running, oo wreite in the name of somcone who elther wouldn't taks the joo or
coulcdn't possibly got enough votes to win it? Is that really batter than not
voting, or is it worsc bacause of adding futility to an alrezdy cad egustion? At
the moment my tendsncy is to balisve it'z better For me to stay home and wateh Fliss
fuclc,

Ocan Grenmall

All right, oo why did you go to Salt Lake City? Jdust to ses if you could still
Float there?

I've had enormous-mileage all-day Jjust-keep-rolling auto trips liks that, but I
wouldn't dc tham zt this late date. Back the last time I salic "mever again," and I
was a whole bunch younger at the timzs., Matter tranemitterzs. I think matter
transmitters would b the answoer.

Lynn Hiclkaean
I already have an anti-tclic anield, and it works mors offestively as I get

ldsr., I call it Progressivs Hearins Dogensrgtion. I use an infrared wireless
ztarco headset Lo listzn to telavision, For example, as opposed to cranking us the
2levision volumce umtil it blows Jacizie out of the living rocm. I zm absolutaly
imcapable of understanding spesch if more thsn one parson is talking to me, or iF
the tv iz on and someonc is talking ©c me. The nolses hlurgs togsthnzr. The headsst
iz a real poon: it wirec me directly intc w=t I want to near, does so in sterec,

o scracns odt other sounds, plus I ozsn move aoout anc still hear z broadcast so
long as I stay within lins-of-sight of ths base wiit. Now all I need is o remotc
control unit For people, zo For examale I car mute Bob znd Carel and Ted whils Alice
iz talking.

Refrash my momory ascut Dogshit Bluss.  You woant it on VHS or on audictane? 1
can duwo it For you zither way.

Jacikiz agnd I did serious damagc to the raw bdar @t Docksice VI, thrse days
running.  Two gays I szt in ths restaurant and worked it For appetizers One dzy I
sat in tha raw oz itself and shovelled it in. You're right: nalf of tng oystars
dicn't work. Praobazly the ones with ths cand inside.

Saz you gt Octocon. Remsmbor, lunch is on mz this time.

H‘ 0 O

Eric Lindsay
For somc reason I missed gettins in an tho discussion of fanzines I really miss.



Cagle's KWALHIOQUA, Canfield's WASTE PAPER, David Hulan's LOKI, Jackie's DILEMMA and
AESOLUTION, Gorman's CILN, Lon Atkins' MEL, Doan's GRAUE, the Coulson's YANDAQD,
Bergeran's WARHOON. Probably the zine I miss the most is the one I coedited with Ed
Cagl=z: SHAMOLES.

Anything fun or tasty must be given us immedistely so that you will be healthler
vhen you msst 4o with someone who displays an Interzst in clock towers and deer
rifles. This is thce rule.

Mike Shoamaker (postmailing)

Thare you are.

Shapes. 1 can't for the 1lifez of me make out people and snimals from the
constellations. The Blg Dipper and the Little Oipper ars the only canstellations
that make any visuwal sense to m=. I think most of our early constellation-namers
had disczovered homp =sarlier than mocern archeology would allow.

Com= to think of it, I used to grip the stssring wheel o lot harder when driving
on water or ice, tos, I'm sure that didn't help a damn bit. t some, too.

Bill Bowers

I think the FLAP deadlinss gc morz regular than my phonz calls, Bill., I'm not
certaln that, all personal cells taken together, I make more than one call every two
months. Maybe on some bl-months, but probably zero on othars. When you talk on the
horm all day long For & living, phoning doean't become an aztion to initizsts For the
Fun of it. Ws can discuss this in greater detail later. You can send me a fax.

"Sg, now it is that vworc. It's not all that I do. I'd like to think."
Keeping working st that. Read the gre=at philosophers.

I'l]l cross my Fingers for you on your August 7t court data.

Dave Wixon

Hey, talking mbout winter is just fine. Looking out at it From a comfartable
position is likawise., I Just don't wanma be us to my azs in It or use it as s
setting for dodge-am bumper cars. Beasides, tennis is too difficult in snowshoes,

I remembet ance morning in Indian Lake, New Yorik, when 1 woks up and showered and
had ccffee and got drossced For a wark assignment and bundled p with boots and @
sweater anc a heavy jacket and heavy gloves. Onezncs the fromt door to lsmave the
haouse and cncountered nathing but o sheer wall of snow that had drifted in u to
rocf level. BStarsc at it for a minute, shwt the door, and left & trail of bSootz and
clecthes and winterwear betwesn the door and the bed I crawlsd back into.

So, with the squirrel bit you figure that I just gave In to an out of character
good guy's matural instinct to help out the small and weak? Or maybs it was just
that I likz sqguirrels and don't mush care for dogs. Then, toa, I had this dert on
the drivor's door and might just have been trying to pound it out.

Bob Tucker

So that's thz story alout the great CGhicago Flood., Figur-es. We should have
used bureaycrats to pluo the hole.,

Interlinos. OChrist, I published = million of them in AWRY, most by Cagle and
Grenmnzll and myseli. Used to use them at the top of most every page, and the
biggest problem with thst was not maving anough Interlinos. The second bigges:
proolam was in cresting them when the lardsr waz ompty.

I don't think the kangaroos would have needad wezpons to Fight the Japaness,
Kiclkk them, stuff tham in thzir pouchas, and bring them back as prisoners of war,
whare they would be taught onglish and exportad to the U.S.A. to teach idiot
Americans how to program thelir vors.

Lan Atkins




Somasana in another apa ariticized you For "expressing cpinions" about the
writing in the books you choss to review? What sort of strangzs psople do they have
over thore in SFFPA thasc days, Lon?

I've raac Rosz Thomas, but found him = little tos dispassionate with his lead
character. "Agelesz=" and 'close-mouthed" describes the lsad charactar in OUT OGN THES
AIM, too. Joe Gores has lsad characters wno are much the same, but his staries are
morz interesting and compensate better.

The bogk st hand is Grafton'es "I™ IS FOR INNOCENT (cowrtesy of a volunteszrad and
unsolicited loan from M-. Bowers), so yow revies was interesting. I'm only on page
36, with two impressions so far. The novel is oetter than "H" IS FOR HOMICIOE, but
then any Robert Moore Williams novel would be better than that one. The story is
interesting enouzh, but the actual writing quelity is the poorest I'va sezen Ffrom her
in the sntire series. I gather from your review that it gets much better from
here...

Highly recommended is the latest Joe Wambaugh novel, FUGITIVE NIGHTS. He
outdoez the female wrlters at cresting ez Female dstective, doas snappy dialog
without letting it take aover the story lilke Robart B. Parker does, maxkas esvery
supporting character as alive and as quirikcy ss anything by Hiassen; and the story
itself is s resl charmer. Strap yourself to yowr chair when you gat to the golf
tournament scenz near tha end, or you might Fall off and braak somathing. Best boaok
I've read since Hiamasen's SKIN TIGHT, and in the interim I've read such goodiez as
Burke's BLACK CHERRY BLUES, Lutz's FLAME, MacDonald's THE EXECUTIONERS, Parker's
DOUBLE CEUCE, Five "Richard Stark™ novels (roceived from some used bookstorz hound
on the West Coast, as I recall), Campbzll's SWEET LA-LA LAND, Shackley's LIVE GOLD
(which was second best amongst this group of mysteries), snd Hiasaen's other three
novels.

Dznny MacCallum

Blua corn tortillas. Had one the other day. First time I'd encountered such o
thing. Locked axactly like the matting you put on the floor befaore laying the
carpet down. Fortunately it tastsd just like 2 tortills chip., Personally I like
the white corn restsurant style; doesn't visuslly fake me out before I can gst it
into my mouth.

I rememoer, in grade school, having trouole distinguishing betwasn stelastite
anc stalagmitas. '"C" for ceiling and "3 for ground souds simpler
than the way I learned. I romember my Fathor saying a2 stalagmite might have been a
stalactite had the calcium-laden water not clung tight to the ceiling., Cumoersom:z,
out 1t workec...

Roger Sims

FLAPans will do. @, as Roy coimed it, Flep.

I once discavered tha "Near Perfect Margarita' during an oxtensive testing
session back in the early to mid 70s. My Family was gone for the weekend so I got
out all the glaszsas anc cupc and jam jars and lined them up on the kitchen tablc and
around the countertops anc out into the living room on top of anything with a flat
anc level surface. I then took a jumbo notc pad and dashed off a million versions
of the basic ingradisnts. After all, you use lime or you uss lemcn, anc the only
othar diffaerence is one of proportion. I set tnese numbzred slips of paper in front
of each glass/cup/jam jar, salted the rims of everything, and bzgan mixing. The
Fimal touch was a big contziner of crushed ice te add to ezsh glass as I went along.
Tha woshot, when I woke up late Sundoy night, was an astarisk pencillad in on onz of
the reczipes. A latar reswrrection of this receips was disappointing, but a closcer
loak at the orcblem disclosed that my memory hod merely transposec numsers. Uson
rasurracting the correst superlativz reccipc whan company was over, it was grantad
that the Near Perfect Margarita was donz as Follows:




1% Tequils

1 Triple Sec
5% Lemon

1% Limz

I nzver dicd find ¢ho Perfect Margarita, but 1 did Finzlly give up looi<ing For

Well, my car blew us. Your acdvice ©o pcint = Five pointed atzr on theo door came
too latc. Thanks anyway., Thesz days I go to the park only during reiny westher and
cold days, to avoid the hardes of fair-weather snimzal walkers and ghettc blaster
anthusiasts. Right now, in summertime, ths park is only a noontime parking 1lst.
Bumper-to-bumpzr. I usuzlly wind up gt Frischs with a window seat and oools on th=
table next to me, or at Gold Star Chile in Mt. Adams wlth sxactly the same sctup.

G Curry @z I 3o te the Mount Adams Bar B Grill on @ Monday for their Italian
Wedding Sous {lovzly stuff; meither of us have ever encountered it anywhere olsz).

The '"BillTalk" segment of the Octocon/Ditto imfFormation is the damndess thing
I've read in o fanzine in 2 long timc. What with his asthms difficulties, you
wouldn't thimi< that Bill would oo able to smokz that much hemp. I think you should
perform a power taksover, Roger, and weitz all futurs promo piaces for this uszoming
convention...

David Hulan

Crist, onother person on beta bleekers. I think this is a plot by the medical
establishment tsc turn zll thelr patients into walking vsgetables (he said, popping
snathor betuo blocker because it's that time of day). Glad to hear the heartbeat
prablem didn't amount to anything.

No particular comments this time, but things seem to be going reasonably well
for you both from the sound of it. cop rolling that way.

BoecDee Arthurs

They don't chargo anywhers near that much For zuch an E.R. visit out hore.
Poying two rwundrad bucks for @ suture kit alone is the equivalent of the
govarnmani's Five nundred bucik teilet sest. And they wonder why peopls wont the
govaroment to step in and take over the heslth sars industry. The insurancos
campanies and the HMOs throw more papsrwor< st the doctors and try to roadoloc: thenm
against using updatec technology, and the deoctors have to hirs mars pzaple ang
charga morc to maks the sams profits, and this gamz of tznnls gets played until
hardly snyone can afford health plan premiums. Nationalized haslth cars has its
oroblems, but it works baztter than our system.

I'm still rexding O'Rourke's PARLIAMENT OF WHORES, and doubt I'1ll buy znothar of
his books, He's slright in amsll doses, t he's o nasty son cf & bitch and just a3
bit too tting For my taste. On the other hand, I loved Mally Ivins' MOLLY IVINS'
CAN'T SAY THAT, CAN SHET fRezl style and wlt and lhumor, and shs can get away with
saylng evan warsz things than 0'Rourike. ..

Spacc Mountain. That's that roller coaster ride in a daric closet.

Jodie OFfutt

No specific comments on your touch-basz zins, but enjoyed the Four of ws having
dimner at Docliside € Saturday night oFf Midwestcon. Actually, I've gotten to tnes
point whare I enjoy that =o much I'2 bz tarribly disapoointed iIF we wound o
sxipoing ons...

Mar-ty Helgaesen



Arc you kidding? Thc Eskimoz really have only two words For snow: in the air,
and an the ground? I think someome is pulling our leg here, poscibly. Hzall, skiers
then have more words For tho different types of snow. Morc terms, astuslly, with
differcnt descriptive words prefacing the word snow. Perhaps thz Eskimes have more
terms describing shnow than any othor group, and slong the way that got misstated
ints their having merz "words'. Raoasonable, much mores ressonable, than bolieving
thz story cams out c” novhzre. It's intoresting snough that I'd be curious to hear
the story, but haven't the vaguest ildes whare I could look for it...

D. Gary Grady

"short, fat, balding middle-aged man.” Wzll, =t least I'm not balding, just
grayinc. Anc I'm not midcdle-aged becsusz I don't really expect to live %o oe 35. 1
cdo have this supposzc sebaccous cyst that poppsd us just two inches undsr my right
brazast, but my iloternist wasn't concerned. However, I kecen Finding myz=c1f rubbhing
it or otherwisc playing with it, and will likely have something done about it any
day real soon now.

Howevar, I digress. Your mole story oracked me us, Hopefully I can now retirs
my mzantle as king of thce ozin story writers and not evar have to writs anaother ons
again. 0Or maybc just call you on ths phonc and providzs story outlinas,

Movie recommoncation if you haven't seen it yet (iF youo have, sec it =gzind:
GRAND CANYON. Delightful. Has tha feel of, sut otherwise zzsolutely no
relztionship to, THE MILAGRO BEANFIZLD WAR. W=zll done and leaves you fFesling gocd.

Caralyn Doyle

Talked with sSoth Ron Ghilszon and Sam Long at Midwestocon, naither of whom I had
mel bofore. Had a couple of gnod conversatiosne with Rod, alone. Sam was at s taale
whore saverzl of us were having & good convoersation, and when he dropped s Few puns
into the midcle of the table we zl) began having = cood time twitting him about it.

Enjoyed dinner with you guys the other night. Next tim= let's pick the smoking
scction and git directly under o fan, I don't smoke whils non-cmokers =at,
SNYWEY . o s

Dave Rowe

Jackiec had stroizes, not heart sttacks. An important diffeorsnce. e latter can
effzct onz's snergy level for s largs art arojzct; the Former can effect one's
arcistic ability to do it @t =zll, At least things turned ocut well, and you did an
oxcellent joo for Skel,

I wied to kzep varying my nams § address sa I could orack down the sourcz of
ell thic various jumis mail we recesive, out the =ffort lapsec and beczme anly
partially wuseful. GCertainly it was to sorve nc purpose cther than to satisfy a
momoentary curiosity.

Running out of timz and room. Look forward to seeing you agsin at Octocon iF
noct bofore.

Jackis Causgrove

Wslcome baclk, ald shoe. This zine, and ths 00, look good, thoush naturally we
didn't spect the typos until averything waz printec. I thinme this comouter is like
the other one: Fix ¢ typo in one place and anothcer pops ous somewhers elso.

Well, you were gons for twe years. All rested wuy now? I hope SO...
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Sze you zll in Octobar, or as many of you as =how uo.
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